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The Problem

• Acid Mine Drainage number-one water 
quality problem in Appalachia (according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency)

•Over 9,500 Appalachian stream miles 
impacted by AMD 

•“Straight pipes” feed untreated sewage 

•30 - 45% of households in Appalachian 
states without sewers

•Over 3.5 million people living within 1 mile 
of an Abandoned Mine Land site





The Problem

Watershed groups are generally…
• Isolated
• Unaware of range of funding options
• Without regional identity/ voice
• Typically inexperienced in the political 

process
• Unaware of successful initiatives
• Mostly all-volunteer with no funds
• Up against very messy pollution



The Response

• September 1999:  several watershed groups, 
state and federal agencies gathered to discuss 
the utility of creating an Appalachian Watershed 
Roundtable

• This group served as a formal participant in the 
EPA Clean Water Action Plan

• Spring 2000: Roundtable meets again in 
Shepardstown, WV 

- 18 representatives from 10 states discussed 
barriers facing grassroots watershed groups



The Response

Collaboration between…. 

+Dept of the Interior Office of Surface Mining

+Environmental Protection Agency

+Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team

+Watershed groups across the region

= The Eastern Coal Regional Roundtable 
incorporated as 501c3 in 2005.



Help Appalachian Coal Country watershed 
groups…
•Find relevant public and private sources of funding

•Increase organizational capacity

•Learn from each other

•Understand technical information (ex: water quality 
monitoring, AMD treatment options)

•Raise awareness of Appalachian Coal 
Country issues!!!

Our Work



•Maintain database of active watershed organizations and 
other stakeholders

•Provide online resources including toolkits, directories, 
online tutorials, etc.

•Help organize trainings on watershed improvement topics

•Arrange meetings with decision-makers for 
watershed groups

•Increase access to electronic communication/ information via 
computer give-aways

•Distribute the e-newsletter, Creek Clips, to relay funding 
news, legislative updates, and regional success stories

Our Work

















•• ““Hope and Hard WorkHope and Hard Work””----EPA Capacity Building EPA Capacity Building 
GrantGrant

•• Roundtable discussionsRoundtable discussions

•• Trainings throughout Coal CountryTrainings throughout Coal Country

•• Advocating for further funding in Coal Country Advocating for further funding in Coal Country 

•• Online library/ directoryOnline library/ directory

Future Projects



Needs

• 2-way communication with groups
• Greater communication with decision 

makers
• Financial sustainability
• Greater collaboration between 

constituents



To Become a Member

• The Roundtable is uniquely positioned to see 
across state lines and find common themes. 

• Membership in the Roundtable is our way of 
demonstrating the breadth of the growing 
watershed movement in the region. 

• It helps the Roundtable to more effectively and 
more professionally support your work. 

• www.easterncoal.org


