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See HDR’s presentation in the Executive Forum at 2PM  Friday. 
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See Agridrain’s presentation in the Executive Forum at 11AM Friday. 
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William C. Beacom—Babb Creek Watershed Association—Chairman 
Bill is retired after working for over 35 years with the PA Bureau of Forestry of which the last 22+ years was 
spent as the Resource Management Assistant on the Tioga State Forest District in Wellsboro.  He earned a B.S. 
degree in Forest Management from West Virginia University.   
 
Stefanie Chitester—WPCAMR and the Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team—N. Coalfields  
Stefanie works with the OSM / VISTA ACCWT which is a shared position at the WPCAMR Office.  She has a BA 
in Environmental Studies-Geography from Edinboro University of PA, Edinboro, PA. 
 
Tom Clark—Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC)—AMD Project Coordinator 
Prior to his current position, Tom was a Watershed Specialist in Indiana County for 7 years.  He holds a B.S. in 
Biology (Terrestrial Ecology Emphasis) from the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown 1998 and an M.S. in 
Biology (Water Pollution Biology Emphasis) from the California University of Pennsylvania 2003. 
 
Rita Coleman—PA DEP Southwest Regional Office—Pgm. Manager for the Watershed Mgmt. Pgm. 
Rita serves as the Program Manager for the Watershed Management Program in the Southwest Regional Office 
of PA DEP.  Rita has been with DEP for 25 years, working previously as a Watershed Manager, a Waste 
Management Facilities Section Supervisor and Soil Scientist.  Rita has a B.S. in Environmental Resource 
Management from Pennsylvania State University. 
 
Malcolm Crittenden—PA DEP Cambria District Office—Watershed Manager  
As a long time PA surface mine inspector, Malcolm came into his current position in 2005. In addition to 
reviewing Growing Greener Grants, he also assists watersheds in developing project scopes, and in collecting 
data such as the water samples needed to prepare Growing Greener applications. 
 
Pete Dalby—Mill Creek Coalition (MCC) of Clarion and Jefferson Counties—President 
MCC is one of the original watershed groups in Pennsylvania to address AMD impacted waterways. To date, 
MCC is responsible for operating and maintaining 17 passive treatment systems with plans to construct three 
more systems in the near future.   
 
R. John Dawes—Western Pennsylvania Watershed Program—Administrator 
John served as an alternate Commissioner on Governor Ridge’s 21st Century Commission on the Environment 
and was part of a policy team for the Heinz Endowments Environmental Program. He currently serves as 
President of the Board of POWR – the Pennsylvania Organization for Watersheds and Rivers. Dawes is also a 
well-known Angus breeder on his Huntingdon County farm, where he continues his lifelong commitment to land 
and watershed management. He holds a Master’s degree in Education from the Penn State University College 
of Education.  
 
Bruce Golden—Western PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation—Regional Coordinator  
Bruce oversees the operation of WPCAMR, directs the outreach efforts to watershed associations and other 
groups, coordinates grant and funding activities, and works with agencies and groups on current issues relevant 
to abandoned mine reclamation. He holds a B.S. and M.S in chemistry, and a M.A. in Education and has over 25 
years prior experience in industry, education, and local non-profits. 
 
Tim Gourley—Dietz-Gourley Consulting, LLC.—Partner 
Tim was recently part of the team that performed the treatment system evaluations, prepared the OM&R report, 
and developed the GIS application for the Mill Creek Coalition.  Dietz-Gourley Consulting, LLC provides various 
site/civil and environmental engineering services to a wide array of clients. 
 
Bob Hedin—Hedin Environmental—Owner/Operator 
Bob is an ecologist who has been doing stream restoration and AMD treatment for 20 years.  His company has 
worked with more than a dozen watershed associations on assessment and remediation projects, many of which 
were funded by the Growing Greener Program.  
 



Michael Hewitt—EPCAMR & Luzerne Conservation District—Watershed Outreach Coordinator  
Mike coordinates and provides technical assistance to nearly 50 community watershed organizations consisting 
of local volunteers and community leaders in PA’s Anthracite Region interested in restoring AML and 
remediating streams impacted by AMD.  He holds a B.S. in Environmental Biology and Ecology from Lock 
Haven University.    
 
Ron Horansky—PA DEP Greensburg District Mining Office—Watershed Manager  
Ron has worked for the DEP in the mining program for over 26 years; 20 of those years as a Surface Mine 
Conservation Inspector and the past 6 years as the PA DEP Watershed Manager for the Greensburg District 
Mining Office.  Prior to that Ron worked as an Aquatic Biologist for Aquatic Ecology Associates, Inc. in 
Pittsburgh.  Ron has a B.S. in Biology from Saint Vincent College and an M.S. in Biology from Slippery Rock 
University.   
 
Robert Hughes—EPCAMR & Luzerne Conservation District—Regional Coordinator 
Robert has over 10 years experience in the environmental non-profit sector and has been with EPCAMR since 
their inception in 1996.  He coordinates efforts of a myriad of partners including conservation districts, watershed 
&  regional non-profit orgs., consultants, and all levels of government to address AMD/AML Issues in the 
Anthracite Coal Fields.  Robert has a B.S. in Environmental Resource Management from Pennsylvania State 
University. 
 
Tim Kania—PA DEP Cambria Dist. Mining Office—Chief of Technical Services Section 
Tim has over 25 years experience in regulating surface mining in Pennsylvania, mostly in the areas of mine 
drainage prediction and the investigation of mine-related water quality problems.  Tim holds a BA in Journalism 
and BS in Earth Science, both from The Pennsylvania State University.   
 
Andy McAllister—WPCAMR—Watershed Coordinator 
As an Aquatic Biologist in the private and public sectors for over 20 years, Andy has been working throughout 
the eastern U.S. and abroad in marine, freshwater, and estuarine ecosystems documenting aquatic life and 
observing its responses to mine drainage and other forms of water pollution. Andy earned a B.S. from the 
University of Tampa in Marine Science and Biology. 
 
Pam Milavec—PA DEP Cambria Dist. Mining Office—Chief of the Environmental Services Section 
Pam has been with DEP for 24 years, working also as a water pollution biologist and water quality specialist.  
She has a B.S. in Biology from the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown. 
 
Brent Means—Office of Surface Mining Harrisburg Field Office 
He previously worked for USGS and was in coal consulting before joining OSM 6 years ago. Brent has made 
mine water treatment his passion; acting as a leader within the agency for the development of new and improved 
treatment technologies.  Brent  holds an M.S. in Hydrogeology from Wright State University.  

George J. Rieger—Office of Surface Mining U.S. Department of Interior Pittsburgh Field Division—
Chief 
Prior  to his current position George served in OSM’s Columbus, and Harrisburg Field Offices. He also served 7 
years with PA DEP’s Bureau of Mining and Reclamation, and 5 years with Bureau of Community Environmental 
Control. He has a B.S. in Biology, Duquesne University and a Masters in Government Administration, University 
of Pennsylvania 
 
Dave Strong—Mining and Reclamation Advisory Board and Citizens Advisory Council  
Dave sits on both the Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) and the Mining and Reclamation Advisory Board (MRAB) 
to the Department of Environmental Protection.  He has also played a part in the creation of recommendations 
from the Orphaned Mine Pool Task Force. 
 
Hanna Wheeler—Eastern Coal Region Roundtable—Coordinator 
Hanna provides information and inspiration to watershed organizations throughout Coal Country as a VISTA for 
ECRR. Hanna is from WV and has worked with a variety of grassroots organizations including Friends of 
Deckers Creek and the Rural Appalachian Improvement League.   
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Road Blocks & Limiting Factors Track: 
(Nittany Room) 

SMCRA Title 4 Track:  
(Grand Ballroom) 

Friday - July 20 

10:00 – 11:50  Highlights of SMCRA 
Reauthorization 
 
Bruce Golden & Andy McAllister—WPCAMR 
If you have questions about the Surface Mining 
and Reclamation Act’s recent reauthorization, 
this is the session for you.  Learn how the money 
is divided nationally to continue mine reclamation 
and how Pennsylvania is planning on using their 
share of the pot.   
 
1:00 – 1:50  Appalachian Region 
Reforestation Initiative    
 
Patrick Angel—Office of Surface Mining 
The goals of this initiative are to plant more high-
value hardwood trees and increase the survival 
rates of planted trees on reclaimed coal mined 
lands in Appalachia.  Find out how they plan to 
do it.    
    
2:00 – 2:50 RAMLIS: a User Friendly 
Mapping Tool 
 
Michael Hewitt—EPCAMR 
A “user friendly” mapping tool to distinguish 
Priority 1, 2 & 3 sites statewide, county-wide, in 
your watershed, in your municipality or in your 
backyard.   No, you don’t have to be a techie or 
buy expensive software.   
 
3:20 – 4:50  SMCRA Title 4 Discussion 
Panel 
 
Individuals representing the Office of Surface 
Mining,  the Citizens Advisory Council and the 
Mining and Reclamation Advisory Board to the 
DEP’s will share highlights of Roundtable 
Discussions and then gather as a panel to 
answer questions 
 

10:00 – 10:50 Prevailing Wage Panel 
 
What is prevailing wage and how may it affect 
your project budget?  What do these laws mean 
for watershed projects (Growing Greener)?   
 
Panel: Alfred Risoliti & Peter Getzie—PA Dept. 
of Labor and Industry, Bob Hedin—Hedin 
Environmental and Denny Morrow—E.M. Brown 
 
11:00 – 11:50  Chapter 105 Permitting 
Discussion Group 
 
Troy Conrad, Rita Coleman & Pam Milavec — 
PA DEP 
The permitting process for encroachments to 
streams, wetlands and water bodies can often be 
a hurdle that a watershed group will have to 
tackle when performing AMD restoration work. 
This presentation will discuss efforts being made 
by the Department to clarify and improve this 
permitting process for groups, both through 
policy guidance and regulatory changes. 
 
1:00 – 1:50  Evaluation of Treatment 
Systems   
 
Brent Means — Office of Surface Mining 
What are successes and what are failures when 
it comes to treatment of minewater?  
 
2:00 – 4:50  Operation, Maintenance & 
Replacement Panel 
 
A panel of watershed groups that have begun to 
tackle O,M & R Issues related to Treatment 
Systems.  Panel Members will present their 
organization’s solution and answer questions as 
a panel. 
 
 

9:00 – 9:15  Welcome and Introductions: Robert Hughes, EPCAMR     —  

9:15 – 9:45  Kickoff Speaker: John Dawes, Western PA Watershed Program   —  
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Technologies & Materials Track:  
(Executive Forum) 

10:00 – 10:50  ACF Environmental 
 
Warren Cohen  
“Innovative Geosynthetics for Abandoned Mine 
Reclamation.”  Including Sediment Control & 
Erosion Prevention BMPs, Dewatering 
Operations, Geotechnical Stabilization, pond, 
basin and channel linings.   
  
11:00 – 11:50  Agri Drain 
 
Joe Schueck  
A trusted name in manufacturing agricultural 
water supply system parts, many of their products 
have been a standard in AMD treatment system 
designs.   
  
1:00 – 1:50  Chemstream, Inc. 
 
Michael J. Kaufman  
Mike has solved environmental water treatment 
problems for over 30 years & personally 
participates in water treatment studies to 
determine effective solutions for water problems. 
Chemstream stays on the cutting edge of 
innovation and modern practicality by delivering 
the finest environmental products and product 
dispensing systems for water treatment.  
 
2:00 – 2:50  HDR Engineering 
 
Tom Kerr  
An employee-owned, full-service engineering, 
architectural, & consulting firm that excels in 
managing complex projects and solving 
challenges for clients.  They represent hundreds of 
disciplines and partner on blended teams 
internationally to provide solutions to 
problems.  With 3 offices in PA and 140 around the 
country, these comprehensive services are 
delivered locally.  HDR employs innovative methods 
and technologies in many fields relating to AMD/
AMR problems.   

5:00 – 6:00  Dinner  
5:00 – 7:30  Cash Bar  

(Outdoor Pavilion) 
  

5:30—7:30 Down to Earth Band 
 
A mix of traditional and original material, classic 
country, bluegrass tunes, and even classic rock 
ballads.  All done on acoustic instruments 
including the guitar, mandolin and dobro. 

www.DowntoEarthBand.com  

Friday - July 20   

  Grand Ballroom 

  A behind the scenes look at how the SMCRA Reauthorization was passed. 

Breaks & Networking 
 

Be sure to visit the exhibit area just 
outside the Grand Ballroom with over 

20 exhibitors from across the state 
and beyond 

 
Morning Break — 9:45 to 10:00 AM  
 
Lunch (Atrium) — 12:00 to 12:50 PM 
 
Afternoon Break — 2:50 to 3:20 PM 



Road Blocks & Limiting Factors Track: 
(Nittany Room) 

Technologies & Materials Track:  
(Executive Forum) 
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10:00 – 10:50  Improving Grant Proposals
      
Malcolm Crittenden & Ron Horansky—PA  DEP 
 
How to improve your chances for getting GG 
grant (or ANY grant).  This talk will focus on 
developing better proposals, what made some 
watersheds priorities and understanding the GG 
requirements as they fit into O&M.  
  
 
11 – 11:50  Gaining Community Support 
and Volunteers  
                   
Hannah Wheeler– ECRR 
Stefanie Chitester—ACCWT 
 
Hear how two very vital Eastern Appalachian 
Coalfield organizations are lending “hands” to 
help watershed groups alleviate environmental 
problems in mine-scarred watersheds in 
Appalachia as a unified voice for all stakeholders. 
Both groups help bring hope to rural communities 
by building local capacity and partnering to promote 
social and environmental change.  How can your 
community group can become a part of the 
solution? 
 
12 – 12:50  Boxed Lunch (Atrium)  

10 – 10:50  Appalachian Region 
Reforestation Initiative    
 
Patrick Angel—Office of Surface Mining 
The goals of this initiative are to plant more high-
value hardwood trees on reclaimed coal mined 
lands in Appalachia.  Find out how they do it.   
 
12 – 12:50  Boxed Lunch (Atrium)  

SMCRA Title 4 Track:  
(Grand Ballroom) 

10:00 – 10:50 West Branch of the 
Susquehanna AMD Remediation Strategy
   
Tom Clark—Susquehanna River Basin Comm. 
 
The SRBC  has completed data collection and 
organized it into an extensive water quality 
database for the West Branch. Recent focus has 
been utilizing the data to model existing water 
quality conditions, possible changes to strategic 
in-stream sample sites (with AMD loading 
reduction scenarios), and sub basin treatment 
system implementation cost estimates. Major 
attention is being placed on using the calculated 
AMD loading reductions at the mouth of each 
major sub basin to estimate the effects of that 
loading reduction to the mainstem of the West 
Branch. This presentation will highlight specific 
sub basin areas of interest to demonstrate how 
this model functions utilizing the discharge and 
in-stream water quality collected over the past 
ten months. 
 
 
11 – 11:50  Pennsylvania’s Remining 
Incentives 
 
Tim Kania—PA  DEP 
 
Can these incentives  play a role in restoring 
your watershed?  This discussion will describe 
the various incentives that the Pennsylvania DEP 
has developed over the years to encourage 
abandoned mine reclamation through remining 
and reclamation to modern regulatory standards.  
The applicability and limitations of each of the 
incentives will be explained and some of the 
results achieved will be presented.   
 
 
12 – 12:50  Boxed Lunch (Atrium) 
 

Saturday - July 21 

9:00 – 9:20 Iron Oxide Recovery: Past & Future: Bob Hedin—Environ Oxide Inc 

9:20 – 9:45 Saturday Speaker: Dave Strong—Mining and Rec. Advisory Board 
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See ChemStream’s presentation in the Executive Forum at 1PM Friday 
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See ACF’s presentation in the Executive Forum at 10AM Friday. 

Providing Innovative 
Geosynthetic Solutions 

 

Sediment Control / Erosion Prevention / Dewatering Operations 
Geotechnical Stabilization / Pond, Basin and Channel Linings 

Western PA: Greg Kramer 412-487-9583 or gkramer@acfenvironmental.com 
Eastern PA: Fred Waite 610-842-0868 or fwaite@acfenvironmental.com 

BMP Product Specialist: Warren Cohn CPESC 888-856-4505 or wcohn@acfenvironmental.com 
Corporate Sales: 800-448-3636 / info@acfenvironmental.com / www.acfenvironmental.com 

Please Attend Our Technical Presentation: 
“Geosynthetics for Abandoned Mine Reclamation” 

10:00 am on Friday the 20th in the Executive Forum. 
Some of the technologies and applications covered include: 

Presto Geoweb  
Cellular Confinement 

for Slope, Channel  
and Earth Retention  

Applications 

Temporary Erosion 
Control Blankets and 

Permanent Turf  
Reinforcement Mats 

for Erosion Prevention  

Geotextile Filter Bags 
and Tubes along with 

Flocculants for  
Sediment Control and   

Dewatering 

Geosynthetic Clay  
Liners (GCLs) for Pond,  

Basin and Channel Linings 
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See the American Mushroom Institute display in the exhibit area.  

What is Mushroom Compost? 
Often referred to as Spent Mushroom Substrate (SMS), Mushroom Compost is the growing medium that results 
from the mushroom growing process. Mushroom Compost is made from agricultural materials, such as hay, 
straw, straw horse bedding, poultry litter, cottonseed meal, cocoa shells and gypsum. Sphagnum peat moss 
adds to the organic nature of the substrate, providing a consistent, formulated and homogeneous product. 

After mushrooms are harvested, the Mushroom Compost is steam treated 
prior to removal to eliminate any pest, pathogens and weed seeds resulting 
in a Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture accepted fertilizer product. 

• Mushroom Compost has high water and nutrient holding capacity and 
exhibits no nitrogen draw down problems. 

• As a fertilizer and soil amendment for farming, Mushroom Compost sup-
ports plant growth in a variety of plant applications such as corn, pump-
kin, tomato and potato yields. 

• Mushroom Compost supports plant growth of mulch hays from orchard 
grass, timothy, reed canary grass, tall fescue and brome grass. 

• As a fertilizer and soil amendment for lawn care and landscaping, 
Mushroom Compost supports plant growth and inhibits artillery fungus. 

Please visit www.mushroomcompost.org for: 
 
• Brochures Detailing Uses of Mushroom Compost 
• Sample Mushroom Compost Labels for Pennsylvania 
• SMS Suppliers 
• Nutrient Analysis 
• Answers to Common Questions on Mushroom Compost 
 
Or contact the American Mushroom Institute at mushroomnews@kennett.net.  



 
This Conference was Co-hosted by 

 

 

 

 

& 
The 2007 Conference Planning Committee 

 
Arielle Avishai — Office of Surface Mining 
Shaun Busler — Stream Restoration, Inc. 
Donna Carnahan — PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Kate Feissner — Eastern Middle Anthracite Regional Recovery (EMARR Inc.)  
Jeffrey Gerard — WPCAMR (OSM/VISTA) 
Bruce Golden — WPCAMR 
Tim Gourley — Dietz-Gourley Consulting, LLC 
Tom Grote — Stream Restoration, Inc. 
Mike Hewitt — EPCAMR & Luzerne Conservation District 
Bernie Hoffnar — Six Mile Run Area Watershed Committee  
Robert Hughes — EPCAMR & Luzerne Conservation District 
Beth Kern — PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Mark Killar — Western PA Conservancy 
Joe Looker — EPCAMR & Luzerne Conservation District 
Andy McAllister — WPCAMR 
John Stefanko — PA Department of Environmental Protection 
 
Special Thanks to 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For their financial support! 
 

John, On behalf of PA’s citizens groups impacted by mine lands... Congratulations on the 
“Mayfly Award”  for your dedication and hard work with the PA AML Campaign! 


